[image: C:\Users\teacher\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.MSO\BA01F23D.tmp][image: C:\Users\teacher\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.MSO\D0D9B5EE.tmp]Cottonopolis: The impact of Manchester’s cotton industryManchester cotton fuelled a major part of Britain’s industrial revolution. The humidity in Manchester was perfect for spinning and produced a better quality yarn. In the time before railways canals connected Manchester to Staffordshire and Liverpool where its goods could be shipped worldwide. A multicultural range of people were attracted to the area and this drew in new industries such as dying, woollen and other textile industries. This gave rise to the nickname Cottonopolis. In Victorian Manchester extreme wealth lived side-by-side with extreme poverty.

 
Quick summary
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The city snowballed into an area of vibrant economic activity and the population doubled. Rich mill owners, merchants and the middle classes prospered but workers had long hours for little money and child labour was common. Overcrowding became a huge problem with many living in poverty and diseases like Cholera rampant. 
‘‘from this filthy sewer pure gold flows’’ Alexis de Tocqueville
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John Rylands Library was founded by Enriqueta Rylands in memory of her husband. It is one of the finest libraries in the world with some of the oldest manuscripts.
Manchester Town Hall, a neo-Gothic building designed by Alfred Waterhouse was completed in 1887 costing £I million. The mosaic floors incorporate the Manchester Bee and murals by Ford Madox Brown, show scenes from Manchester’s history,
	[image: C:\Users\teacher\OneDrive - Altrincham Church of England Primary School\History Subject Leader\Icons\ACE_icons-09.jpg]Significant individuals[image: C:\Users\teacher\OneDrive - Altrincham Church of England Primary School\History Subject Leader\Icons\ACE_icons-09.jpg]Richard Arkwright – built first textile mill mechanising cotton production in 1781 and within 100 years there were over 50 more.[image: C:\Users\teacher\OneDrive - Altrincham Church of England Primary School\History Subject Leader\Icons\ACE_icons-09.jpg]John Rylands – Manchester’s first multi-millionaire. At its peak, his company employed 15000 people in 17 mills and factories producing 35 tons of cloth a day. Rylands Warehouse on Market Street is now home to Debenhams.
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3 gold stripes represent the rivers Irwell, Medlock and Irk. The lion symbolises bravery and strenght, the antelope stands for peace, harmony, courage and discipline. Both hold the red rose of Lancaster. 7 bees fly over the globe symbloising Manchester’s industry being exported across the world.
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The Worker Bee was adopted as a motif for the city during the Industrial Revolution. It symbolises Mancunian’s hard work during this era and Manchester being a hive of activity during the 19th century.
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[image: C:\Users\teacher\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.MSO\48084367.tmp]The growth of steam power meant that demand for coal rocketed so the first canal of the industrial era, the Dukes Canal often known as the Bridgewater Canal opened in 1761 linking Manchester to the coal mines at Worsley. The Manchester Ship Canal, ‘The Big Ditch’ is a great example of how engineering helped the North West to become an industrial powerhouse. It was dug virtually by hand by teams of 'navvies'. The engineering brilliance of the canal enabled ocean-going vessels to navigate their way from the Irish Sea into the industrial heart of Manchester.
[image: Locomotive Icon #7963 - Free Icons Library]Transport -  Railways
The first railway between Stockton and Darlington significantly reduced the costs for transporting coal and it became clear that large profits could be made by building railways. Industrialists in NW England saw a great opportunity to transport raw materials and finished goods between the port of Liverpool and the mills of Manchester. The Liverpool and Manchester Railway was also the world’s first steam passenger railway.
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