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Ancient Egypt

For 3000 years, Anclent Egypt was hom {0 some of the most nflential invntions and
discoveres inistory. Tho Egyptians dovelopod systems for wiing (ncluding herogiyphics)
‘and mathematics; they used paper (papyrus) and wrota tats on raligion astronomy and
‘medicine. The Egyptians bult magrificent bulings, templos and tombs, decorating thom
with pictures, pintings and carvings. This great cvisation continued urti the death of
Claopata Vi in 30 8CE when Egypt el 1o the Roman Empit.

Located in the Nie Vally,in Northeast Affica, tho Ancient
Egyptians setied in pormanent homes near o River Nié, whero
they could grow crops on thefartllsand. Tho Egyptians were
skilec famars and invented tools and tachnology o allow them o
produce tho food that  great civiisation wouid noed. They.
nvonted methods ofjigation, using large canals o supply fresh
Water 0 theifcrops. The shaduf was 3 hand-operated way of
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it cvoped rom Anciant Eoyt e Roseta tono, fortl: s 10 support 1o rowth of
complex burialfuzls. which was found i 1759 Tha sama text , panis
including mummification. ‘appears on it in three different types of < Imigation: supplying land with water
T pyramics wers b 35 oo s o | g Immoralty e sy o s oo
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Egyptian clues from the past

Very oid atafacts can give us vitalcluas about how great cvlsations bagan. The 5000-year-

ick summ
- o 500n10 bo powertu, cvisation

By looking at theromains o things eftbehind by anciont poopls,historians and
archasologists can bagin o understand how peopie fved and what thef daly v were ike.
‘There ae lots of Egyptan arafacts 1o provide frsthand (primary) evidenco, fanging from
huge pyramids to smal Homs o jewallry and pottery. Soms objects, k@ tho Rosetta Stone,
havo bean significant in holping Pistorians deciphr ancient lost languages. Others, ke
Tutankhamun's burial mask, toll us how important, influenta people preparod for ho afarif.

ol Narmar Paltt, fo axampl, tal of the unfication of two smalr kingdoms nto 3 unitad,

“Tutankhamun was a boy-king whoso burial Like many great cvlisations, Ancient Eqypt was shaped by confict.

tomb, nthe Valoy of the Kings had gono
untouiched for thousands of years nti 1t was.
opened b the famous archacologist Howard
Carte. Onca nsida tha tomb, Carterfound
treasures, paintings, canopic rs and a
satcophagus containing the king's proserved

Boginning as two smallr kingdorms, Uppar Egypt and Lower Egypt it
bocams unified (oined together) n about 3150 BCE. Historians arc not sure
ow thi unificaion happoncd, but thers aro artafacts from the pariod that
v s clues Itis possibl that a king Callad Narmar (somatimes callod
Mens) defcated the Lower Egyptian king.Invictory, ho created ono single
Egyptian kingdom. Those ovents aro shown on one of tho most famous.

Anects mummy.Tha most famous artafact from Ancient | Comict  ariefacts of tho pariod, cald the Narmer Palete, 2 5000-year-old stone

Egyptian tmas, Tutankhamun's ura mask, was {ablt. I shows picur o King Nemor wearng fh o crown of Lowsr
il in placo. Egypt and the whit crown of Upper Egypt.
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Egyptian pyramids and obelisks
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- Egypt. The most famous of all can be seen at Giza, near Cairo, and is called the Great
Pyramid. It is one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World. It was built for the Pharach
(king) Khufu in 2660 BCE and took 20 years to build. The Great Pyramid was 147 metres in
e et ety i s v g e o .
B e o s s e o

N ‘They were usually placed at the entrance to temples and are another example of the

Quiok summary incredible engineering skills that the Ancient Egyptians developed.

“The pyramids were bult 0 buy Ancient Egyptian kings and “The Anciont Egyptians also buit dozons ofargo and
‘quoens. They were dosigned to be a comfortable place 1o smal abaliss (pointad stona pilars) o
‘arjoy the afeife, and aso acted as a display of power and IR commemorate the achievements of kings, quoens:
JEEA]) oot orenaking cecece o e pramce were ‘and wealthy Egyptians or o worship the gods.
ol as many peopla usad {o baliea, b by siave. Thay ‘Obelisks aro usall found in pairsat the entranca
‘Wefo made by peasant famars who provided labou for the of Egypian temples. They ae covered with
King inretum for food, o and cloth. The bulding work, Egyplan writig (Nerogiyprics) offerng dedications
‘Sottements which usually took placa whan farmiand was flooded, was t0'the gods, partcuary Ra, ha sun god, n the.
‘oversaen by architects and the Vizer (i king's chief hope that tha kingdom wotld be given magical
ministen). protecton.

2600 BGE: st known Tomples: paces of worship
Ghelsks buit cntic
‘ 2560 BCE: Great Pyramidat oSt b
Giza completed @ crenteci poopouno i
©.2200 BCE: end of the ‘buildings
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Egyptian beliefs and burials

Not overy Ancient Egyptian was buried ina great pyramid of grand tomb but befofin
the aferfe meant that even the poorest Egyptians wers burisd with tams 1 take with
them on theirjounay to the next fe ater daath, That bociis ware also wrapped in
coton to help prasecve tham. Without i carafulpraparation o tha body the
Egyptians befioved you would ba unable o say i the haavenly atelfa. They also.
hought that Iing a f ull of good deds was assentil to gain entry 1 the ateffe.

They also though that their rame had {o ba writen down somanhars, otherwisa thay
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