ACE Forest School Overview
Each year group (Y2-6) has two half terms of Forest School each year
R/Y1 have Forest School once a week
All sessions delivered by a Level 3 Forest School Leader
	
	EYFS (12 weeks)
	KS1 (12 weeks)
	LKS2 (12 weeks)
	UKS2 (12 weeks)

	Lessons
	Child-led exploration, boundaries and hazards, nature identification, sensory exploration, bug hunting, simple nature crafts, clay modelling, journey sticks, planting, bird feeders, mindfulness and outdoor games.
	Nature identification, seasonal changes, simple tool use, knots, fire strikers, planting and growing, clay work, shelter building, bird studies, water exploration and outdoor cooking.
	Habitat studies, biodiversity investigations, whittling, knot tying, shelter building, elder crafts, campfire cooking, raft building, water challenges and environmental projects.
	Advanced tool use including bowsaws and drills, leadership opportunities, environmental investigations, conservation projects, campfire cooking, water filtration challenges, complex problem-solving and outdoor adventure activities.

	End Points
	Children confidently explore the natural environment, identify familiar plants and animals, follow safety routines and develop curiosity and confidence outdoors.
	Children use simple tools safely, identify and classify common wildlife, work collaboratively, understand seasonal changes and demonstrate growing independence.
	Children independently apply practical Forest School skills, investigate habitats and ecosystems, use tools safely and demonstrate resilience when faced with challenge.
	Children lead and support others, use advanced tools responsibly, apply environmental knowledge to real-world contexts and demonstrate stewardship, leadership and problem-solving skills.

	Vocabulary
	forest, nature, tree, leaf, bark, bug, bird, habitat, seed, grow, explore, safe, fire, stick, mud, pond
	habitat, minibeast, bird feeder, evergreen, deciduous, knot, tool, shelter, striker, teamwork, resilience, observe, investigate, environment
	ecosystem, species, biodiversity, conservation, whittle, tinder, fuel, shelter, adaptation, enquiry, risk assessment, sustainability
	stewardship, sustainability, leadership, filtration, conservation, responsibility, citizenship, craftsmanship, biodiversity, resilience, initiative

	Key Questions and Practical Activities
	What can I discover in our forest? Bug hunts, nature crowns, clay minibeasts, journey sticks, planting seeds, listening walks, sensory exploration, bird spotting and sit spots.
	How can I work safely and care for nature? Bird feeders, planting projects, knot tying, fire strikers, shelter building, clay art, nature crafts, simple cooking and collaborative challenges.
	How does our woodland environment work? Habitat surveys, biodiversity studies, whittling, shelter building, elder crafts, campfire cooking, water investigations, raft building and team challenges.
	How can we use our outdoor skills responsibly to support our environment? Conservation projects, advanced tool work, water filtration challenges, campfire cooking, environmental investigations, leadership opportunities and community stewardship projects.
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